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My talk today 

• Urban forestry revisited 

• Drivers of change 

impacting urban forestry 

• The changing face of 

global urban forestry 

• Ways forward? 



Source: Schama (1995) 



Paulus Constantijn la Fargue 1729-1782  









Change in focus at this conference 

• Global changes and Changing cities  

• The quest for green, healthy and competitive cities 

• Changes and responses: governance and policy; 

management; research and innovation; education; 

community-based approaches 

• Designing the urban forests of the future 

 

 



http://www.millenniumassessment.org 



Demographic drivers of change 





OECD, 2010 data 



Economic drivers of change 



Ecosystem services 

=  

benefits people obtain  

from ecosystems 

http://www.millenniumassessment.org 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Millennium_Ecosystem_Assessment_logo.jpg


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Robert_Costanza.jpg


Sociopolitical drivers of change 







Cultural and religious  

drivers of change 



Slide courtesy of Kristian Skaarup 



• Focus on Urban Design 

• “Retrofitting our cities for 

happiness” 

• Soft traffic, shared space 

• Density and the ’savannah 

trap’ 

• Importance of biological 

complexity 



http://www.millenniumassessment.org 



Direct drivers of change 

• Changes in land use 

• Species introduction or removal 

• Technology adaptation and use 

• External inputs 

• Resource consumption 

• Climate change 

• Natural and physical biological drivers 

 

 

 

 

 





Sjöman et al. (2012) 







www.melbourneurbanforestvisual.com.au 





http://theriverwhisperer.blogspot.se/2012/01/ecosystem-services-provided-by-urban.html 

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-sUc6PHIEVNw/TxBrASgVX6I/AAAAAAAAANQ/tNv4-xzagxw/s1600/urban+tree+cycle.JPG




Essential urban forests 



Wikipedia, Wikimedia, PD-USGOV-USDA  

//upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/Cameraria_ohridella_8419.jpg


Resilience 

 

 

The capacity to recover 

quickly from difficulties; 

toughness 

http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/resilience 





Urban Tree Diversity congress 

Alnarp, Sweden, June 2014 

• Diversity is desirable 

• Long-term thinking – build on ’future tree species’ 

• Awareness raising 

• Diversity starting from the nursery 

• Linking planning, design, establishment, maintenance 

• Native versus Exotic (or: non-debate?) 

• Tree diversity, People diversity 

• Need to challenge ourselves and step away from 

‘business as usual’ 

• Good practices exist across the globe 

 

 

 



Slide courtesy of Ian Shears,  

City of Melbourne 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







certification, 

Slide courtesy of Bas Arts 







Biocultural Diversity 

“(...) the diversity of life in all of its manifestations: biological, 

cultural, and linguistic, which are interrelated (and likely 

coevolved) within a complex socio-ecological adaptive 

system” (Maffi & Woodley, 2010) 

 

• Human valuations and uses of nature 

• Biocultural expressions – focus on concepts, physical 

elements 

• Public ecology, transdisciplinary inquiry – social learning, 

connecting professionals, people and places 





Nature and the creative process 

Source: Plambech (2012). Adapted from Mikkelsen (2009) 



http://www.8-80cities.org 











Photo: Wikimedia 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4a/San_Saba_-_FAO_a_viale_Aventino_051218-02.JPG




Perspective 

• Urban forestry has become 

global – but is also at a 

crossroads 

• Urban forestry with resilience, 

biocultural diversity and 

ecosystem services in mind 

• Urban forestry as contributor 

to e.g., urban resilience, green 

infrastructure 

• Finding the essence of urban 

forestry 

 


