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Adding a place perspective to green infrastructure planning

C E C I L  K O N I J N E N D I J K ,  P R O F E S S O R  O F  U R B A N  F O R E S T R Y

U B C  F A C U L T Y  O F  F O R E S T R Y



http://www.forestry.ubc.ca/students/undergraduate/prospective/degree-programs/urban-forestry-degree/?login



STUDENTS IN URBAN FORESTRY INTRO COURSE
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STUDENT HOME CITIES

Over 10 million inhabitants

Beijing, Harbin, Seoul, Shanghai, Tokyo

Between 1 and 10 million inhabitants

Calgary, Dhaka, Foshan, Fuzhou, Hangzhou, Hong Kong, Jiangmen, Kunming, London, Nanjing, Porto Alegre, 

Qingdao, Sanmenxia, Sanming, Taipei, Toronto, Vancouver, Wuhan, Yokohama, Zhuji

Between 100,000 and 1 million inhabitants

Abbortsford, Atlanta, Basel, Boston, Cairns, Coquitlam, La Paz, Oshawa, Seattle, Surrey

Less than 100,000 inhabitants

Aurora, Bellingham, Burnaby, Kirchberg, Langley, Mannheim, Mukilteo, New Westminster, North Vancouver, 

Sault-Ste-Marie, Vernon, West Vancouver







Provide universal access to safe, inclusive and 

accessible, green and public spaces

In particular for women and children, older persons 

and people with disabilities



Cities are an immense laboratory of trial and 

error, failure and success, in city building and 

city design – Jane Jacobs (1961)

Photo:Bradly Salazar, Wikimedia Commons
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Source: Ebenezer Howard, Garden Cities of Tomorrow / from Wikimedia Commons









ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/docs/green_infrastructure_broc.pdf



PRINCIPLES OF GI PLANNING

Planning content

• Network / connectivity

• Multifunctionality

• Grey-green integration

• Multi-scale

Planning process

• Strategic

• Inter- and transdisciplinary

• Socially inclusive

Pauleit et al. (in press), based on Davies et al. (2015)
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Pauleit et al. (in press), adapted from Lafortezza et al. (2013)



https://arlingtonva.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-

content/uploads/sites/13/2015/10/Urban-Tree-Canopy-2011.png

Urban tree canopy, 

Arlington, Virginia, US
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Nature-based solutions are 

understood as living solutions inspired 

by, continuously supported by and 

using nature, which are designed to 

address various societal challenges in 

a resource efficient and adaptable 

manner and to provide simultaneously 

economic, social and environmental 

benefits.

NATURE-BASED SOLUTIONS

http://www.google.se/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ecologic.eu/12010&ei=zTJ0VeqhLYT6ywO8_oOIDw&bvm=bv.95039771,d.bGQ&psig=AFQjCNEhN4u495dR1fuuAjVwOfdcX5eu2w&ust=1433764933353539


HURRAY FOR GI!

• Bridging between social and ecological systems

• Raising the (political and planning) status of 

green space and tree issues

• Speaking the “right language”

• Economic and service / value focus

• Linking between town and country



THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN…



http://togethernorthjersey.com/wp-

content/uploads/2014/04/Green-Infrastructure-

Strategy-for-the-City-of-Hoboken.jpg





Photo: Matilda van den Bosch











http://www.thehighline.org/


By Jan - https://www.flickr.com/photos/jhecking/14682030600/, CC BY-SA 2.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=35313340
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Photo: Georg Oddner



My everyday (place) is not your 

everyday (place)



Source: Wikimedia





AP Photo/ Kerstin Joensson















Everyday outdoor places –

places for living, working, playing, 

… and more
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http://www.pps.org/wp-content/uploads/2009/12/diagrams-03232015-08.png








• Beckley (2004): “the extent to which a geographical 

space achieves ‘community’ in the sense of shared 

values, cooperation and interaction”

• Interactions in daily life, e.g., across cultural / ethnic 

groups are crucial

• Green spaces provide ‘democratic’ and non-demanding 

settings for these interactions

SOCIAL COHESION
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Buizer et al. (2015)





Andersson et al. (2015). GREEN SURGE Deliverable 4.2









Wikimedia Commons – Paul Symmington

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/81/High_Point_community_garden.jpg


http://www.forestry.gov.uk/fr/animaldiseaserisks







TAKE HOME MESSAGES

Place perspective needs to be added to green infrastructure approach

Place making, but especially also place keeping

Urban forestry is an excellent delivery mechanism for GI

And… in urban forestry, local contexts and local places vary widely
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