
Take your tree care to the next level

Tree care tips

Mulch helps to reduce the growth 
of weeds and grass, retain water 
in the soil, minimize temperature 
fluctuations, and provide a slow 
release of nutrients. Apply 5-10 cm of 
mulch in a circle around the root area, 
not letting it touch or crowd the trunk. 

Staking trees is not necessary unless 
they are exposed to high winds or if 
the soil is shallow. If you do choose 
to install stakes, be sure to remove 
them after one year so the trees can 
strengthen on their own. 

Watering helps keep the soil moist 
and healthy. Water trees immediately 
after planting and then on a weekly 
basis, depending on rainfall. Keep an 
eye on the weather and monitor for 
signs of drought stress on your tree.

Pruning improves branch spacing 
and promotes a strong structure for 
your tree. Remove dead, damaged or 
rubbing branches at planting, or later 
when the tree is dormant in late fall 
or early spring.  

Avoid adding fertilizer unless soil 
tests indicate a need for specific 
minerals and nutrients. 

Read our Tree Planting Guide  
treecanada.ca/guide
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https://treecanada.ca/resources/tree-planting-guide/

