
One Nation, Under Trees
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Here Today to Share and Learn from You!



Concerned citizens found the American 
Forestry Association (now American 
Forests) to address rapid postwar 
development and intense wildfires.

1875

American Forests hosts the 2nd American 
Forest Congress, which catalyzes the eventual 
establishment of the US Forest Service to serve 
as a national leader in caring for all the nation’s 
trees and forests.

1905

Alongside Lady Florence Harding, 
American Forests launches memorial 
tree campaign in cities across the U.S.

1921

American Forests hosts the first 
National Urban Forest Conference.

1982

On Urban & 
Community 
Forests 
from the 
Beginning!

www.americanforests.org/our-history

www.americanforests.org/our-history 

American Forests launches Tree Equity 
Score, a tool for all urbanized areas to 
use as a guide for where trees are 
needed most.

2021

The Inflation Reduction Act includes 
$1.5 billion for equity and climate-
focused grants through the USFS Urban 
& Community Forestry Program—the 
largest such investment in world history.

2022

1989
American Forests publishes 
“Shading Our Cities”,  a seminal 
compilation on how to manage 
urban heat with urban trees.

https://www.americanforests.org/about-us/our-history/#2020
http://www.americanforests.org/our-history
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Yes, We Even Created a Mascot
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Outline for Today’s Presentation

- The case for urban trees in a 
changing world

- Tree Equity as a focusing 
framework for urban forestry

- Tools and approaches for 
building a Tree Equity program

- A vision for Canada-US 
collaboration for Tree Equity
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Trees Are Key for Climate-Smart, Healthy & Just Cities
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Heat-Related Deaths & Illness Are Rising
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Using AC to Beat the Heat Worsens Climate Change

3% of GHG 
Emissions



Extreme Heat Worsens Air Pollution
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The Case for Trees As An Intersectional Solution



Using Nature’s Air Conditioning Will Save Lives

- 22%



While Also Saving GHG Emissions & Money

Sequestration: Trees in U.S. 
cities & towns capture nearly 
130 Million Mt/CO2e/Year.

Energy Savings: Trees in U.S. 
cities & towns save 38.8 Million 
MWh & 246 MMBtus of energy 
use for heating and cooling.

Nowak et al. 2017
https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/53420 

https://research.fs.usda.gov/treesearch/53420
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Andrew Millward and his team 
created the Ontario Residential 
Tree Benefits Estimator, for 27 
cities around Ontario. The study 
involved 577 trees.

“A tree will save between 435 and 483 
kWh per household — equal to 
running a dishwasher once every day 
for an entire year,” says Millward. He 
says that is a saving of “over $40 over 
a year.”
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And Reducing Air Pollution



With So Much at Stake,
We Must Create Tree Equity 



19

26-38% Less Tree Cover
6-13 Degrees F Hotter
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That means the people who 
most need the health 
benefits of trees, the 
household energy savings, 
and myriad other benefits of 
trees in their communities 
are getting them least. 
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25%

Who Can Access & Afford AC?
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20%

Who Can Access Climate-Safe Exercise?
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Tools and Approaches to Build a Tree Equity Program
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Our Tree   uity Progra   odel
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Who?

When?

How?

Who Gets Paid?

Getting It Right for
Community Engagement



American Forests created Tree 

Equity Score to make the case for 

Tree Equity & guide local action.

        190,000 urban neighborhoods
       12,000+ cities and towns
       80% of the U.S. population
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Our flagship National Explorer makes 
Tree Equity Score available to all.

• Scores for 190,000+ urban block groups in 
the 

• A national standard to support equity-first 
tree planting and investment.

• Neighborhood-level data; municipal and 
regional goal-setting.

• Communicate the positive impacts of trees.

Local Analyzers serve a single city or region 
to help users shift Tree Equity Scores.

• Data for all public and private properties.
• For each block group (neighborhood), set Tree 

Equity Score goals and estimate planting needs.
• Build property-level plans to shift scores. Track 

progress. Communicate the benefits of new and 
existing trees.

• Co-created with stakeholders; locally-tailored.
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https://www.treeequityscore.org/analyzer/toronto.org/ 

https://www.treeequityscore.org/analyzer/toronto.org/
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Make a Tree Equity Commitment & Action Plan

Phoenix Tree Equity Action Plan:

- Commits to Tree Equity by 2030

- Establishes new Urban Forester 
position

- Commits millions in City funds

- Integrates Trees with City’s “Heat 
Ready” Response Strategy

- Coordinates implementation with 
Phoenix Metro Urban Forest 
Roundtable partners



Tree Equity Action Plans Set Strategy—Like Cool Corridors
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Protect What You’ve Got with Strong Tree Policies



Climate & Health-Smart Tree Selection
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Expanding Nurseries to Get Right Trees for Less $
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Rigorous and Scaled Tree Planting
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And Tree Care, from Maintenance to Restoration
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Closing the Loop with Urban Wood Use
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Taking The Tree Equity Movement to Scale



We Can Turn Tree Equity into Economic Opportunity



Targeting the People in Greatest Need



We Must Scale Public Sector Funding in All Nations 
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Private Funding Can Do More than Pay for Tree Planting
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We Can Form New Partnerships across Sectors
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And Speak with a Louder Voice



Let’s Do Tree   uity
Together, Canada!

• Tree Equity Score Canada?

• Share Online Resources?
• VibrantCitiesLab.org

• Cross-Border Coaching & Consulting? 

• Joint US-Canada Tree Equity Peer-to-Peer 
Collaborative?

• Tree Equity Score technical assistance

• Career Pathways coaching

• Canada- S “S          ”  ff    ?

• L  ’      k          f                         
policy and the media
• 1t.org Canada and U.S. collaboration

• Global Cooling Pledge



Thank You!
Jad Daley| American Forests
Jdaley@AmericanForests.org
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